[1:4 A] 


[B] 


[1:5 A] 


[B] 


[C] 


[D] If it is a case in which it was written in a foreign language, and one 
translated it into Assyrian [Hebrew], that is a case in which we 
have learned: 


[E] What is the difference between scrolls in general and the Scroll of 
Esther in particular? But scrolls in general may be written in any 
language, while the Scroll of Esther may be written only in 
Assyrian. [So such a version is not going to be found. ] 


[F] Said R. Samuel bar Siseretai, “Interpret the case to be one in which 
it was written partially in Assyrian and partially in a foreign 
language. 


Samuel taught, “If one erred and one left out a verse, but the translator 
translated, the listener has carried out his obligation.” 


We maintain that if one read it in any language other than Hebrew, one 
has not carried out his obligation [= M. 2:1C-D], and you say this? 


[C] Samuel is consistent with his view, for R. Samuel has said, “Tf it 
was written in accord with the law in a foreign language, one may 
carry out his obligation by reading it in that foreign language.” 


And R. Abbahu in the name of R. Eleazar: “If one knows Assyrian and 
knows a foreign language, one may carry out his obligation only in 
Assyrian.” 


If he knows Assyrian and a foreign language, what is the law as to his 
carrying out the obligation of others, through his reading of the scroll, 
in a foreign language? 


The answer derives from the following: Anyone who is not liable to 
carry out a given deed also cannot fulfill the obligation of others in 
carrying out that deed [since he is obliged to carry out his obligation in 
Hebrew rather than in that foreign language]. 


2:2 


[A] [If] one read it piecemeal, 


[B] or drowsily, 


[C] he has carried out his obligation. 


[D] [If] one was writing it, explaining it, or correcting it, if he paid 


attention [so that in doing so, he would carry out his obligation to 
read the scroll], he has fulfilled his obligation. 


[E] And if not, he has not fulfilled his obligation. 
[F] If it was written in caustic, red dye, gum, or copperas, 


